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ALFARO ADVICE

Meet designer Victor Alfaro and
get free styling tips and 20 percent
off his new collection at three
Carson Pirie Scott locations: From
noon to 3 p.m. Friday at Edens
Plaza in Wilmette, 5 to 8 p.m.
Friday at Yorktown in Lombard

and 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday at Orland
Square in Orland Park.

NEW FINDS

Feeling shame over not
celebrating Earth Day last
month? It’s never too late to
support the cause. Two new
lines of green-minded
T-shirts could be welcome
additions to your summer

wardrobe:

For women, this two-
toned, long-sleeved tee
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GREEN TEE

sports the word green as
acronym for “Garden, Recy-
cle, Educate, Eco-Friendly,
Nurture.” $36 from www.
chewylouddesigns.com.

For men, try the Peace

Tree, $25 from Earth Cre-
ations, a company that uses a
clay-dying technique to ren-
der rich, eco-safe colors onto
organic cotton tees. At
www.earthcreations.net.

POCKET STYLISTS

Three fashion books will entertain, inspire and help you save:

Don’t be a tramp!
Be a lady. Derek
Blasberg’s hilari-
ous Classy: Excep-
tional Advice for
the Extremely
Modern Lady will
show you how. He
tackles designer
labels, middle fin-
gers, mug shots
and more.

Need a little style
inspiration?
Novelist Linda
Grant’s The
Thoughtful
Dresser: The Art
of Adornment, the
Pleasure of Shop-
ping, and Why
Clothes Matter
could give you the
boost you need.

How to make
money from your
pesky shopping
habit is just one of
the tips offered in
Daisy Lewellyn’s
Never Pay Retail
Again: Shop
Smart, Spend Less
and Look Your
Best Ever.

BOOKS FOR YOU: Be the first to answer this trivia question and win all
three: Fashion historians attribute the origin of the little black dress
to the 1920s designs of what icon? E-mail jsedgwick@suntimes.com.

RIGHT DRESS FOR
TEENS? TRY TRIXXI

AFFORDABLY STYLISH | Juniors line hits price point

The Strapless
Taffeta Dress, $68
at Nordstrom, fea-
tures Trixxi’s sig-
nature look for
this season — the
“pickup” hem.

Plus Size Strapless Embellished
Empire Waist, $69 at Macy's.

Double Border Tie-Back Tube
Dress, $49.99 (on sale from
$70) at JCPenney. Also avail-
able at Nordstrom.

here’s no need to

scrounge through

endless dress

shops, searching
for the perfect last-minute
prom dress or after-gradua-
tion party outfit.

Trixxi — a teen clothing
brand that’s both fashion-for-
ward and perfectly afford-
able for the high school
budget — is readily available
at your local Sears, JCPen-
ney, Macy’s or Nordstrom.

From a red bubble-
hemmed dress accented with
a vintage broach to a metallic
charcoal dress in a “pickup”
hem (think bubble hem with
extra scrunch), all of the
dresses are perfectly youthful
but still fashion-forward.
(The company even recently
added former “Project Run-
way” contestant Sweet P to
its design team to keep the
brand on trend and edgy.)

And all dresses run from
$39.99 to $89.99.

“We go out of our way to
design for price points,” says
Trixxi owner and lead de-
signer Leslie Flores. “We
work backward. It’s what
we’re known for, so if we
can’t sell it at that price, it
doesn’t go in our line.”

And while low prices
sometimes means low qual-
ity, Flores says Trixxi uses
the same taffeta that other
labels that charge $300 use.

“We work really hard with
our contractors and our de-
signers. We put the looks on
the outside of the dresses,
and we know how to make
them in ways that they are
well-constructed and don’t
fall apart.”

Trixxi also offers plus-
sizes, available at Macy’s
and Sears (from 1X to 3X).

There is no Web site for
the brand, but the dresses
can be found at the Web
sites of Macy’s, Sears,
JCPenney and Nordstrom,
as well as Amazon.com.



